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SEIKO, the only manufacture with every watchmaking expertise

The story of SEIKO is the story of a company unafraid to dream and with the will and
resources to take on the seemingly impossible. Throughout its 127 years of history,
the company has sought to meet challenges and realize dreams, technical,
commercial and environmental, that at one time have seemed beyond reach.
Examples of such challenges abound: To build Japan’'s first watch in 1913, using
components, including the balance wheel, that were built entirely in-house. To re-
start production less than one year after the Tokyo earthquake of 1923 had entirely
destroyed both the headquarters and the factory. To be the first watch company in
the world to eliminate CFC's*! in its entire watch production in 1992. The list of
challenges met is long.

But it is in the area of timekeeping technology that the company's determination to
realize dreams is most evident. In particular, SEIKO has always striven to be at the
leading edge of the technologies of watch making, and to expand the boundaries of
the possible. This relentless pursuit of new goals has led to SEIKO's mastery of no
less than four timekeeping technologies, two of which are unique to SEIKO.

The power of synergy

Mastery of these four timekeeping technologies, Spring Drive, mechanical, Kinetic,
and quartz has been made possible by SEIKO's unique ability to develop all its
technologies in-house. Because SEIKO has skills in all areas of the watchmaker's art,
each new development in one area opens up new possibilities in other areas. Thus,
Kinetic could not have been developed without the existence within SEIKO of high
level skill in both mechanical and quartz watchmaking, and Spring Drive would not
be possible without the creation of both a new type of IC and a new type of
mainspring. Similarly, a 'magic lever' was invented in 1959 for SEIKO's automatic
watch and, almost half a century later, it played an important role in making the
dream of Spring Drive a reality. In these and many other ways, it has been the inter-
action of these skills that has driven forward the SEIKO dream of realizing the
impossible.
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